
I (Ken) had a great time giving a 
simple cooking lesson, then 

having dinner and discussion 
with the boys. 

Ruslan is learning work skills and 
Christian character at The Harbor 
while studying at a technical school.   

 For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords,  
the great God, mighty and awesome...  

He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow…  
Deuteronomy 10:17-19 

 

The epitome of God's greatness is seen not in the mighty acts humans would expect, such as 

defeating nations and overcoming powers. Rather it is seen in helping the helpless, and this is 

good news for all of us, not just the marginalized. We ourselves were helpless “orphans” 

without Jesus. All that we have in this life, including our health, relationships and ability to 

earn money, is a gift from God. 
 

Boys’ House 

Ilia wrote this note to you about the boys in The Harbor: 

 

 

It's a special joy for us in the Lord to have good news 

regarding the boys in the Harbor. Four boys (although 

the plan was only three) are actively taking part the 

program. A local initiative with local funding is the 

building of a barn which will become a training farm for 

the boys. The four boys 

are actively taking part 

in the construction 

along with Christian 

builders and mentors. 

They're learning skills 

for independent living and elementary building skills all 

in the context of relationships with people whose lives 

have been changed by Christ. Of course the pace of 

construction isn't great, not what it would be with 

profession builders, but that is 

not the point. The point is that 

the kids are learning to work with 

their own hands, think with their 

own heads and build their lives on 

the teachings of Christ. Slava, 

Elnur, Ruslan and Yura have lacked 

healthy attention from adults all 

their lives. Lack of parents has 

unquestionably had its effect on 
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Praise! 

Thank you, all of 
you who have 
partnered with The 
Harbor financially. 
We have now  
received 95% of 
our expected needs 
for the first year! 
The lives of many 
orphans are being 
changed thanks to 
your generosity!  



Laying Foundations: 
Christian mentors are giving their 
time to build relationships, inspire, 
and share the gospel with our 
participants. 

their character but praise God it has not destroyed their 

kindheartedness or their faith in people. While trying to 

be independent, they make tons of mistakes and 

miscalculations. We have to teach them to manage a 

household, motivate them to take an active role in their 

own lives, help them to be attentive to those around 

them, and to be diligent in studies and work. 

 

Thanks to your partnership this ministry exists and is 

growing. We have sufficient funding for the participants’ 

expenses, and we have many materials purchased for the 

barn [from local donors!].  We are praying that by next 

fall the barn will be finished and ready for its first 

residents - horses, chickens, and sheep! 
 

 

Joy in opposition: 

Some Russians I know love to say that health is the most important thing. All sorts of things 

can be going wrong but if you're healthy, well, “that's the main thing.” This has always rubbed 

me the wrong way. I've always thought that I'd rather have Jesus and be chronically sick than 

have "the main thing" without Him. But I've never spoken about it because, having never been 

sick, it was an untried theory.  
 

Now God has given me the opportunity to put it to the test by blessing me with ill health. 

Shortly after returning from the States I developed tremendous pain in my back due to a 

herniated disc. This has turned out to be a blessing and an exercise 

in learning that true joy is in Christ alone. In spite of spending much 

time horizontal and being way behind in correspondence and work, 

God has given me periods of deep joy in Him. Praise God with me 

and also pray for me, as well as for our Harbor team. Ilia has been 

out with kidney stones and Lydia has had health problems herself as 

have her grandchildren, which has taken much of her time and 

energy. It seems the evil one is trying every means to hinder the 

saving grace of Jesus being extended to needy kids. It's looking 

likely that I will have to have surgery. Please pray for health and 

wisdom in whether and where to have the procedure. Health care in 

Russia is not the greatest, so we are looking into possibly coming 

back to the States or going to Europe. 
 

May the Joy of the Lord be Yours in Full! 
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One of our staff told 
me yesterday that 
she and her husband 
have decided to give 
1000 rubles a month 
($34) to the Harbor. 
That’s 10% of her 
salary, and her 
husband is very sick 
and only receives a 
small pension. Praise 
God for generous 
hearts on both sides 
of the ocean! 


